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Mayor’s Message

What is globalization? I understand that it is a
phenomenon where certain values or systems
are shared by people beyond national borders.
Typical examples are 100 yen shops in Japan, 1
dollar shops in the US.A. and 1 euro shops in
Europe. We have entered the age when cheap
but quality-certified goods are mass-produced
universally.

Some nations that pride themselves in
producing expensive and high-quality goods
would not welcome this phenomenon. In relation
I don’t flatly
oppose the idea of this globalization, for I am not

to cultural studies, however,

keen on the phrase “I(4)-bunka communication”
that has been used frequently by those who do
work associated with cultural studies. The main
reason why I feel uncomfortable with the phrase
is that the users tend to brand the cultures of

Diversity in Shared Cultures

Makoto Shimotao

other nations as being “different” from their
own cultures. Many people under the influence
of such critics, for example, tend to describe
Japan as a mysterious country whose culture is
not easily understood by foreigners.

I expect globalization to set us free from such
a fixed idea. A good example is anime. As you
know, this mass-culture has produced vast
numbers of fanciers all over the world. The
same goes for manga and emoji. The fact that
these mass-cultures are internationally accepted
indicates that we are blessed with ample
opportunities in this day to share and discuss
many common subjects including those I
mentioned above with different nationalities on
SNS.

Having said that, we occasionally need to stop
and ask: Is every culture the same? Take anime,

for example. When watching one, we all share
the same genre the mass-culture represents. But
what about characterization? Are the villains in
every anime described as completely evil
persons? Are there any cases where such
villains possess certain virtues? The answers to
these questions are inevitably varied, by which
we find that any anime reflects certain ways of
thinking indigenous to the culture it represents.

Thus we face quite a few cultural differences
in the process of sharing common topics. I think
this is one of the most natural ways, especially
for the younger generation, to get to know each
other and the most down-to-earth approach to
promoting international understanding in the
age of globalization when information is
exchanged rapidly across borders.
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